GOV. TAYLORS MESSAGE

The Last GCommunication on

State Affairs by the Re-
tiring Governor.

HIS ADMINISTRATION REVIEWED,

Numerous Subjects Discussed and
A Number of Recommend-
ations Mads.

Below we publish the final message of
Gov. Robert L. Taylor to the Forty-sixth
General Assembly.

To the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Forty-sixth Gepersl Assembly of the
Stale of Tennsesge—Gentlemen: Tennessee hus
schieved wonderiui Soceess in material growsh
im the past quarter centuty, N oes “grim-vis-
aged war had smoothed ita wrinkled front,” it
left naught but wasted HOelds and devastated
bomes. Desolation reigned supreme, and there
was pothing left but the soil and the determi-
Bation of & people decimated in numbers but
sirong in purpose to retrieve theirlost fortunes.
The eredit of the State was rmned, its treasury
empiy, ils achool-houses in ashes, avd =il its in-
stitations in ehaotic condition. For years our
peopie have struggled to restore prosperity Lo
the comnmonwenaith, to rebuaild its waste places
and start it again upon the rosd so fortune,
When I came into the executive office in 18587, 1
found our finances in the sovere siraits incident
to the 1nocompleto processes of readjusiment
that bud been set on foot and with & seemingly
inndequate revenuns; butthe planjpf fanding has
been resolutely carried Lo practical completion,
every obligation has beén met punciually, and
public confidence in the State’s perfect ability
to meet every demand has been completely es.
tablished. The necessity for negotisting loans
has beon gradually diminished notil gt the be-
ginning of my second term I felt jJustified in
predicting to your predecessors that the
mobievements of the few preceding yeara fore-
shadowed the possiliility that two years more
would see Tennesses emancipated from the
thralldom of unweildy obligutions. How well
that prediction bas been verified Is found inthe
bappy aunouncement [ now make that this
present hour witnesses for the frst time since
the debt was funded the ability of the State to
meet {15 semi-annoal interest without the ne-
cesaity of boirowing a dollar, While successive
Legislntures and ofticials have labiored wisely
and enrnestly to mect this end, candor and jus-
tioe compel me to say that its thus early ao-
complishment is due W the economic
wisdom, encergy and watchfuloess of ouy
preseut Compiroller, Hon. J, W. Allen, and to
the Noancial ability of onr exceellnt Trensurer,
Hon, M. F. House. The Bgures of their reports
tell the tile. Asdessmenis were never belore
muninged with more ability, and coliections
were nover enforced so rigidiy, The law hns
been spiendidly executed to the letter, and i
bazdsliip has resuited anywhere it is dus to
rigorous lnws and not lo the offlceras sworn Lo
sheir faithful execntion. An increéase in the
reveoues of above HUOL0N, and a delinguency
of only 0F i an assessment of miilions, ia
the mensure of the superior eficiency ecmployed
sud tells in trumpet tones how well these (aith-
ful officinis ixve served their people. One of
thoem has acquited the wnomalous rapuiation
of being the most Nberal man with bis own
menns and the most carelol with the Stale’s
money ever known in her eapitol.

During the past two yeurs thhere has been an
Inerease in reccipts of HIG,6HS.78, and in the
four vears an incroase of §130,000,000 in taxable
property. This inorease is not for one year
alone—it comes tostay and to afford a perpet-
nal source of revenne —and if the methods and
tneigive nUw being used are continucd, the Jay
§& not Jdistant when Tenne=setd will be withous
& debit, 1t will be observed also thatl our loan
mecoont 18 decreasod $240,000, and thas the rev-
enuecs now io sight will rul the balance ow-
Ing of HiT07.10, and the probabilily is that the
small loan o be pegoliated next July will be
thelust. The reports of the tnancinl office:s
arsso (ull and explicii, and sbound 1mn sach
wholgsome suggestions w your hooovable
bodiea that I deem 1t unnocessary Lo recajpitu-
ate further, 1 wonid earnestly recommend
t wat the policies yow heing pursued, yielding as
they do 2o richly in results, be not disturbed,
1 ‘t strengthiened by the endorsement of the
representatives  of the  people. I meend
not admoniah your honorable bodies that the
tri’ wlations Shrough which we have reached-
eigght of enfe hax hor is & wal ning 1o =irict eron-
om. 1 shiovwld feel thut thie sweetest fruits of
all the effort nnd privations pust world
ba lost if the present policies are not prosecuted
until the fonodations ol a sinking fund ave se-
curely made for the exunguishment of the
principai of the debt. Tfovching the matter
and manneyr of the cotlectior revenues, we
seem Lo be upon a better rond than we have
ever traveled., Exactly egual asscssment Jaws
exist only ydoaliy. Yoo eavnot hope to mdjust
every spocies of property (o s precise relutive
valne, and neither oan vou siifle Lhe voice of
the grumbley, Yon eannol expect L have all
sovew rond Lhe nlike, nor eollectors
to work with equal epergy. Approximuie per-
Is prossible aml waoen L
piproximation, it W onld secin o be

there.

THE PENITENTIARNY.

The recent destraction br fire of the work-
shops al the main pri o way to a
consummniion demanded by every considlera-
ation, i. e., the removul of the penitentiary out-
side the bimats of the city of Nashviile. The
only iiem 1o the cons ideration that is suscepii-
ble to avgument ls thst of cxpense, and the
weighty reasons that will be pressed upon your
atteativn by wige and patriobic mon gt
I would empligsize with my most -
lorsement. The petitivn and argumen 3
Commereinl Clab of this city, sssigning unan-
swerable reasons for the removal I pactieularly
commend Lo your atteniion.

The facility with which the extraordinary
expentditures incarved in
neslums were wet and the Bank of Teanessee
ohligations were taken up, amounting together
to above a R 0o0, 88 a4 finte when revenues
bore small propoiting to expenditures, fur-
pishes safe masuraooe that this work may be
andertaken at this more favorabile juncture
without jJeopardizing the arodit of the State.
The conditions of the lease and the luterests of
the lessees will not permit naneccssary delay
in rebailding, and whatever provision is made,
haste in bullding most be a prime congideration.
If convicis are 1o be employed in the work a
contract ountslde of the lease must be made
with the lessees. The iabor of convicia does
not now belang to the State, but I doubt pat the
interests of the lesasces boing so largely invalved
thev will be found ready to make noy reasons-
ble contract to release & number of convicts to
the State for the rougher work of this upnder-
taking.

In my opinion there is not another Interost
with which vour honorable bodies are charged
that appeal so gravely to your attention as that
of prison maunsgement, Fifteen bundred of
our fellow.crediures aro iminured theve, and
thousanids of hearts are biooding and breakiug
for thiem. J havesought by all means that I
hase exerted 1o Lmpress upon its managers and
fis inmates the (dea of reformation. It should
not be a plaee of poaishment aloue, but a place
of reelwination. 1f the modern system of ps.
roles and rewards for good eonduet was inan-
gurated horo it would work great good 10 the
sonvicls, to soctely and to -the State. 1 eéarn-
.!r:y recommend that you Penitentiary Com-
mitiees muke ingniry into this matier and set
on fool well-devisad methods looking to refor-
mation and reclamation. I desire to eay in
this conacclion that the prisons bave been
excailently managed. The wunderful de-
evea e in the morgality record speaks  elo-
guently in praise of the officinis and the
lessees and the goneral universal improvement
jo moyals, resulting in better eondnetr, betier
fecipline, botter work; fewer escapes, fewerd
mutinles, leas trouble and better reosulis geaer-
ally, farnish conclusive evidences of wnat in-
finitely better results would fallow a well-con-
sidered system. Fifleen hundred wretched hu-
man beings appeal tooyou in their humiiiaiion
and the sears and anguish of thousnnds of vur
women and children,our friends and neighbors’
and Kindred bescech rou. In the
pame of God and bumanity | hiuve sought 1o do
my doty sreifally towands iy unfortunata
fellow -man. and have felt that
higher obligation upon wmwe than 1o listen
pationtly to the appeals of thelr friends. thele
moil ors and wives and children, and to afford
sueh consolation us I eonld; and the conseious-
ness Lhat I may nave saved some being frem
Adishenor and 2 career of erime to biess his
family and society and save his own soul,4ethe
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sweetest solace | carry with meinto reiirement.
I'ndjure you, genticmen, to give this mailer
your moss serious consideration.

CHARITARLE INSTITUTIONA.

Our insane asylums ars all o splendid con-
dition and are doing & noble work . 'The recent
inerensed mocommiudations provided and the
uvidity with whieh they were scized evinces
the supremo need that extsted for them. They
should be mosat liberally sustalned. God's poor
and those whom for some imscrutabje purpose
He has bereft of reason are the most hboly
charge upon the State.

The Tennessee Induairial Behool deserves
more liberal sustenance. It is doing & great
work and thore could not be too muth efort
and means expended to roclfim aspd reform
wayward children.

I had the honor to recommond ¢ yoor prede-
cessors the estabiishment of & reformatory in-
stitution for youthful criminalg, and herewith
renew it, Itis crueel to send childron to asso-
cinte with eriminals and edneate them thu
intocrime. In tho absence of any such provi-
sions I have feitit aduty I owed to bumanity
and society to pardon children as fast as they
arrived atthe penitentiary. Doubtless smple
provision eonld be made for them at the Indus-
trial School, keeping them separated frowm the
other inmales, It should not longer be neg-
leeted,

Modern homanitarians have pressed their
work 20 aesidugusly n recont years that ihie
land is covered with eharitable institutions for
the amelioration of every pliase of poverty,
want and aMiction. Tennessee ls not in pace
with the more advanced effort, She has been
hampered for means, bitt she hus not been en-
tirely neglectfnl. These charitiessliould have
our first attontion and aid.

The nexl venture we make into this benefi-
eent feld should be the estaclishment of s
gchool for youthful imbeeiles, Other Siates
hava tnem and it s Jfound that by bringing
them together und employing scisutifie agen-
eles in their beliulf many cures have followed.
These agoncies are not ordinardy avallable
throughout the country and the result i< that
many children are permitted to remain itmbe-
eile and depeneraste into ldiocy Jor laek of
enrly expeort attention and trafoing. Such a
selivol ¢ould doubtiess be made near.y self-snn-
taining after a time. but Reannol be estab-
lisbed and successfully started nnless the stale
begins and fosters it.

STATE BOARD OF MEALTH.

Io making provision for the luteresis of the
people of Teancasee the efliciont support of tho
Stute Board of Health spould b
iooked after. From a persopil know lec
its work, | cansponk highly of i1ts value, both
in preventing the sprend of diseasa in Tennes-
see and fn promoting the best charneler of im-
migration, J¢is also of great public atility by
mantaining an efficient State weather service
in co-operstion with the Federal Government.
This board should ba furnighed with auditionai
means for disseminaling information among
the peopie, nnd also for invesligaling the dis-
eases of anlmals, by which damuage is done Lo
the public henlth,

EDUCATIONAL INTERERTH.

While I have sought Ly all meins in my
power Lo conserve the intercets of the Stule
and the people in eévery deépartment that my
supervision encompnssed, I have been most es-
pecially anxious nnd diligent in promoting onr
oducsationdl system. Wihen I ¢eaine mto offtoe 1
found our common schools languishivg and Lhe
leaditiy State wuuiversity almost In Tuios.
Thee was o genesral apathy and lack of effort,
superindiced by the fatlure of the sthools to
meet the wants of the peaple. The appoint-
munt of Hon, Frank M, #mith to be Superin-
tendent of Pulilic Inatruction breathed life Into
the expiring system. Under his iotelllgont di-
rection the vers best methods and expedicnts,
born of modery experience and thoughs, has
been injeeted tuto the systenm, not only render-
ing the schools effective for good, but populur-
fring them and ULrioging the pevple to
thowr BUpPOTt. The effect lins
slopped with the public sohools, but
new energy and Hfe has bed infused into the
entire fabrie, ineremsing facihitivs, bringing
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tho people into n more inteiligent sppreciation |

of the importance of eduenting their Itdren,
nntil schools of aill ¢lpsses are muoltiplied, do
more general work. reach«
nto remotest confines and bringing all the
children of all the people wilthin ita benellts,
Whoen that end is ontirely reached; (o my
opinion. the greateit and ot benedeént Loon
within the provinoes of the State 10 Deslow will
have bean ponlvrred upon ber peopie.
The tGencral As of Ténuesses
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resentatives and servants of the people, canpot
£0 100 far {n ennoting laws for the encourage-
moent of education, and especially the exten-
slon and perfection of vur publio sehuol system.
1t is gignifinant that in the counties in which
the soliovis are most liberally susiained, bettex
prisperity oUtains and the are happier
and better off, and in view of the fact that the
law 88 1t now exista leaves to the counties the
determinution of the amount of tax that shall
be levied for this purpose, it would perhaps
lead to more liberal provisions being made if
your honorable bodies should, by resolution or
oti:erwise. counsel the County Courts to greater
libermlity in those conuties that scem not to he
in pace with the advanced educational thought
and effors that ts obtalniag al! over the land.
UXIVERGITY OF TENNESSEE.

The most wonderful and gratifying resnsoi-
tation that ever eame withio my knowledgo is
the rehabliltation of the University of Tennes-
sets Four years sgo I found it almost literally
in rofos, with buildings decaying, its work
languishing and almost ready to succumb,
Immediately Dr, Charies W, Dabney, Jr,, was
ealled to its management, and within this short
period, by means of most guperior tact and en-
ergy, with an ability and a knowledge of mod-
ern educational expedient rarely equalled, be
has broughs order from chaos, and by vesort to
excallent financial strategem, hea builded and
added and enlarged ootil be has made it a model
modérn institution, inferior to nooe in tie
Soutb—an Institution that should be the pride
of every Teunessean, wortpy of unlimited
patromage and fully nble te confer the bighest
order of edunentional benefit. Dr. Dabney has
bevn ably sustained and assisted by a spleadid
faculty und an eminently wive-awake Board
of Trusteos, who, while sharing with him the
labors that have accomplished the mirnculous
resuits and entitied to proporiionate honors,
wield to bim the superior oredit of belng the
master hand in the great work.,

AGRICTLTORAL DEFARTMENT.

This department hits undergonoe a revolution
inits methods and purposes wilhin the past
fouryerrs. When Ieame inte office | found
thint theve was a Clsposition to abolish it alto-
getber, but the present commlssi , llen. B,
M. Hord, immediately set abont making it an
metrument of bepefit to the farming clanses,
and =0 abundant have been these benetits that
It now ¢ iy itsell us an indispensable ad-
junct of Stute Government. 1 am of the opin-
jon. however, that the time hus arrived when
this departmeni can more pix fltably turn ils
attention and divide its cffort toward
complishmont of immigration, and to that end
& inore Hberal nppropriation shonld be allowed
it for the porposs of printing anddisseminating
maps and statistics and soch matter of Lhe
Eind pa will sugract 1immigration nod invest-
ment. There should be better mutured plans
more pigidly prosecuted, anil the vesults | am
persuaded will more than reguite the expeadi-
ture and effort. The department bas been ex-
cellently and honorubly maangéd and much
good has resulted, but its scope may be protita-
biy widened and its Beneits multiplied if your
hoonorable bodies take the view of it here sug-
gesied and provide the means and direct its ne-

complishment.

tho Ac-

GROLOGICAL SURVEY.

In view of the great juterest the immense re-
ponrees of the State lhave ssaumed, and the
great and pressing demand for Information
relative io them, I desire to call your attention
o the imporiance of encouragiong and enlarging
the work of the Geologien! Sunrvey of the State,
and especinlly to the Lmportance of having the
reporis and results of eaoh work pnhlished and
proesented in proper form to the people of the
State and of the world, It Is anomalous thuat
while work las Dbeen done and reports in dae
sime presenteld, the Legisiature has negiveted
to make any provision for their publicatioa.
No report has bpen ptinted since the appear-
anci of Dr. Safford’s “Geologr of Tenncssee!
in 1803, Sipnes that this hss been the great
anthority as to our mineral resources and geo-
logical tormations in their plius But now,
nofortusately, the book, while gpreatly in de-
mand. & wholly out of print and cannot be ob-
tained. It would appear that the time has
come for R new edition of this work, an edition
which shall embrace in A simple, practival
and digested form not only the matter of the
original work but nil the mass of new facts and
matorind which hae been gnthered and has anc-
eumuolated from year to year since 1530, The
matter .s resommended to you for your favora-
ble vonsideration.

THE MILITARY.
The report of the Adjutant-tieneral shows

a decvense In the pnmboer of volonteers in the

Nationa! Guard  Tho maintenance of the gnard
depeénds upon the patriotism and enthusinsm of
our youtng men, and that has bheen dampened
by the failure of the Btate to make adequale
provision to sustain it. It hins been the pur-
pose Lo enlist lasrge numbers, the apjrojpriation
from the Natioun! Government being limited,
and the reduetion in numbers was made with
a view to increased efliciency., The guard now
is in amply cllicient conition to
meet any demaud the State mnay make for its
services, but there sre not adequate means and
facilitles at hand to foster and Leep allve a
general Interest, If the military spirit 18 to be
fastered more ndeguate appropriation should
be made and the Adjutant-Genersl should be
relieved of the duties of Private Secrotary to
the Governor. He has been foreed to subordi-
nate the military interests to his other duties
for lack of time properly to atiend to both,
With an Adjotant-General who can give un-
divided atteotion to his duties and an appro-
priation suflicient to cover the expens=es of an
annual encampment, efficiency of the Guard is
assured,
ELECTION LAWS.

Our eratem of clection laws have already been
found to M defective in some minor deialls that
can be easily remedied. That their tendency ie
Lo secure o fairer and fuller expression of in-
toliigent popular will is already delnonstrated,

and they should be cured of snch deiepis as ex- |

attention
respeclting

ist. I ecall your honorable bodies”
particuiariy to the loose provi

the exhibition of poli-tax veeceiprs. The law
provides that the judges of el must be
satisfled that the citizen offering his baliot has
paid his poll tax, and it js elaimoed (At in pome
counties it has been almost altogether evaded,
the judges accepting all ballots presunted, tak-
ing it for granted e voter has pald hia poll
and taking his presentation ¢f his ballot as an
assertion of that fact, with whi ihey profess
to be aatigfied. The law should be amended so
as to provide tiat the Trustee or Assessor shall
makec ont a full list of all who have
paic their polls np to a tIm0e stated, say the day
preceding, aod furoish such list

*Lion

persuns

W the election
ofieers, and providing that no man shall be
permitted to voie who Is not thus shown to be
cligtble, .

A couflict is impending beiween Federal and
and Stute aurborities in the maaagement of
elostions, witch, In my oplnion, L per
threatens Lhe stability of Lhe iepubl
no fepr ut that, whatever the
pogition of this question may by
intelligence and patriotivm of the plople
prevaily and the right of the State to the
management of eleetlons be maintsined. In
the meantime (L behooves us Lo our
laws with i view to rigid and exact fnirness,
and 8 full, free and inteliigent expresslon of
the will of the people, and boldly maintsin and
gxcento them farly and hoparialiy, thus [ore-
stalling any reason for Federal interference and
stoutly maintaining the soie right of the State
to eontrol this, it= own aflair.

THE WORLD'S EXTOSITION,

The World's Columbian Exposition to be held
in the ety of Chicago in 1808 will be the grand-
eat International and tivun! expedition ever
held on earth. Other States are already begin-
ing to prepara for A proper representalion of
their products and resourees, and Teunessee
cannol afford to neglect this opportunity to ad-
vertiso herselt to the world. Apart from the
patriotic motives Lhat sb I dmimate us 1O aw-
gift in mukiog the oceasion memorable and
succesaful, there will be an opportunity to lay
bafore the assembled intolligence of the world
such evidunees of gur wealth aond eapabilities
as will result largely to onr be + and the
amount of effort we <¢xert will be the measure
of the benefits derived. A Iarge appropriation
for tuis purpose will be y loaned at greant

1 pres¢nt her M Lin sug

tion tared by gajion wh
ard your honorable
finitial work, and & copy ofa ©
drawn which hnas been presenied toall the
to secure nuniformity of folion, Ther may
gerve 1o gnide your committess if yoa should
determioe to net in the premiscs,

CUIOKAMATUGA FARK.

The United rnment
provisions for the establi<hment of a National
miliiary park at the baut d of Chlckaman-
ga at Chettanoogn ¢ appropristions
have bean made to salabl + pavk that will
be an oruamuni preserve
for all pime the scer M ono of most re-
markabie battles in the annals of war, but 1he
commissioners have proceeded far as they
can until the State of Tennes shnoll eedo to
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HUNDREDS of Milliners will testify that

they are more successtul with Millinery

bought of us than any other house in the coun-

try.

With 20 years' experience, we know

precisely what will sell, and therefore only

buy first-class selling goods, and in buying of

us you get no “stickers,” and have at the end

of the season no bad stock left over.

Our

enormons Retail Business enables us to offer

vou a great many advantages.

You can have

the assistance of our Milliners and come to our

work-rooms and get pointers, see the new

styles and copy anything you wish,

We save

an expense of 20 per cent. in not sending drum-

mers out, and YOU derive the benefit. Be

sure and call on us for your stock; it wilt be

the best and most profitable frip yon eve:

JONAS & CO.. 410 Union St.

made. L.

MEI{CH ANTS who wish to be wide awake
and be up with the ecity merchant,
should

buy accordingly. We carry many Leaders,

advertise, To do so, they should
bought especially for this purpose, and show
hundreds of Novelties which other wholesale
When we

" we mean *New Things ™ just

houses don’t think of procuring.
say “ Novelties'
out. Low price Novelties, to retail at 5,10
and 26¢, as well as higher priee goods, such as
will tone up a stoek and give a merchant the
in town.

We

name of having the prettiest stock
You shounld also buy your Hats of us.
trim them in our Millinery Department, and
they sell at sight., Call on us and give us a
look. Don'tcareif you don't buy.
Retail Department, E JONAS & CO.,
“The Palace.” 410 Union St., Nashville,
Manufacturers, Importers, Jobbers and
Retailers of Millinery, Notions, i'ancy Goods,
Laces, White Goods,

Embroideries, Yarns,

Zephyrs, ete.
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Are the Stronge

ES GREATLY REDUCE

62, LITTLE CAPTAIN,

0,
1,
1 B, L =

2, RIGHT OR LEFT,

4 00

- 4 50
6 60
-7 00 STEEL BEAM PLOWS EXTRA

- -

$3 50|

NO.
NO.
NO.
NO.

: ]

3 PLOW, RIGHT OR LEFT,
4 PLOW, RIGHT OR LEFT,
10 PLOW, RIGHT OR LEFT,
15 PLOW, RIGHT OR LEFT,

and

$8 50
9 00
- 9 60
9 60
-100

Cheapest.

- RETAIL PRICES:

$ 7 00
2 00
- 12 00
13 00

302 HILLSIDE PLOW,

304 HILLSID - PLOW,

NO. 306 HILLSIDE PLOW,

NO. 305 STEEL BEAM PLOW,
Best Hillside Plows on the Market.

NO.
NO.

YOUR DEALER WILL SUPPLY YOU AT THESE PRICES.

CENERAY, SOUTEHERN AGEINTS.

See Our Seed Quotations in the Marke

AGONS.—

"THIN IN.

EHICLES.

t Reports Elsewhere in This Paper.




